
Greetings!
 
As we celebrate the beginning of Spring and the glimmering possibility of a
return to normalcy in the coming year, team SunSpec is pleased to announce
several major developments in the course of our efforts.

Developed nearly 10 years ago with the goal of driving the Distributed Energy
industry towards standardized data communication solutions to enable "plug-n-
play" system interoperability, SunSpec Modbus is now mandated in IEEE 1547-
2018 at the national level. Our research indicates that compliance will likely
become required in many states starting in January 2022. We are committed
to providing our Members with the tools and resources needed to successfully
implement, certify and deliver SunSpec Modbus-enabled devices that are
compliant with the U.S. national standard for DER.

To achieve this goal, we have officially released the SunSpec System
Validation (SVP) Dashboard software and the SunSpec Modbus for IEEE
1547 "Plus Pack" BETA as an exclusive benefit to Members of the SunSpec
Alliance. The release of this software solution coincides the final countdown to
APPROVED status for the new SunSpec 700 Series DER Information Models
and the launch of a training course titled, Implementation of SunSpec
Modbus. This course will be offered online this Spring at UC San Diego
Extension, starting April 6th, 2021.

For those gearing up to prepare their teams to implement SunSpec Modbus-
enabled devices in the coming year, SunSpec will be hosting a webinar on
March 23rd, 2021 that will provide an in-depth overview of the requirements,
tools, and resources available to complete SunSpec Modbus for IEEE 1547
certification as well as a live demo of SunSpec SVP Dashboard.

Stay tuned for more information on all of the above, and reach out to
membership@sunspec.org to join us in the mission to accelerate the growth of
the Distributed Energy industry. 
 
Kind regards,

Tom Tansy
Chairman
SunSpec Alliance

https://sunspec.org/
https://sunspec.org/sunspec-alliance-releases-svp-dashboard-test-platform-to-enable-ieee-1547-communication-testing-for-distributed-energy-resources/
https://sunspec.org/sunspec-svp-dashboard/
https://extension.ucsd.edu/courses-and-programs/implementation-of-sunspec-modbus
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sunspec-modbus-for-ieee-1547-webinar-tickets-145935128899
mailto:membership@sunspec.org


Four SunSpec Specifications in Countdown to Approval!

We're excited to announce that four SunSpec specifications have entered the
final countdown of moving from TEST to APPROVED status. During this 45-day
window for technical comments and IPR Review, which began on March 11th,
2021 and will conclude on April 20th, 2021, SunSpec Members are encouraged
to download the specifications, submit their comments, and provide input for the
IPR Declaration. 

In order to provide input on SunSpec Specifications for Approval, you must be
an active Member of the SunSpec Alliance. To inquire about becoming a
Member, email membership@sunspec.org.

View the Specifications for Approval

SunSpec Modbus for IEEE 1547-
2018 Implementation, Certification,
and Tools Overview

Join the SunSpec Alliance for an
educational webinar on March 23rd, 2021
at 9am PDT discussing the steps needed
to successfully deliver a SunSpec
Modbus-enabled device in compliance
with IEEE 1547-2018 by January of 2022.

Led by members of the SunSpec team,
this event will provide an overview of the
requirements needed for compliance and
certification, the tools and resources
available to Members of the Alliance, and
the key features of the SunSpec System
Validation Platform (SVP) Dashboard
software.

Register here!

SunSpec & Sandia DER
Cybersecurity Working Group
Presents: Conceptualizing
Systems Cybersecurity for Rooftop
Solar

The SunSpec & Sandia DER
Cybersecurity Working Group will be
hosting an educational webinar on March
25th at 9am PDT.

This presentation will provide a high-level
conceptualization of emerging systems
cybersecurity challenges for rooftop solar,
and distributed energy resources
generally. A framework for evaluating
emerging threats will be presented with a
focus on defense for cyber-physical
systems-of-systems.
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Speaker:

Jeremiah Miller, Systems Integration
Technology Manager in the Solar
Energy Technologies Office of the
U.S. Department of Energy

Register here!

SunSpec & Sandia DER
Cybersecurity Working Group
Presents: Securing the Industrial
Internet of Things

The SunSpec & Sandia DER
Cybersecurity Working Group will be
hosting an educational webinar on April
22nd at 9am PDT.

This presentation will offer an overview of
the project and reference
design/architecture and the commercially-
available products brought to bear to
address some of the cybersecurity
challenges for DERs.

Register here!

Register now for Spring Quarter Courses!

Members of the SunSpec Alliance receive 20% off standard course pricing.
Contact membership@sunspec.org to receive your discount code!

Implementation of SunSpec Modbus

With the SunSpec Modbus for IEEE 1547 700 Series DER information models
nearing APPROVED status, now is the time to prepare your team for the
implementation and certification process.

This course is intended for software developers, implementers of Distributed
Energy Resources (DER) networking solutions, and others involved in DER
manufacturing, operations. Students will learn how to implement a SunSpec
Modbus interface for IEEE 1547.
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Register now!

We are Proud to Welcome Two New Members to
 the SunSpec Alliance this Month!

Zinc8 Energy Solutions

Zinc8 Energy Solutions has
developed innovative battery
technology that uses zinc and air as
fuel. Their technology resolves the
intermittent and unpredictable nature
of renewable energy sources such as
wind and solar.

Emerson

Emerson offers two core business
platforms — Automation
Solutions and Commercial &
Residential Solutions — which
confront the challenges of an
increasingly complex and
unpredictable marketplace from a
position of strength, driving near- and
long-term value as a trusted partner
for their customers. 

Upcoming SunSpec Work Groups

Attention SunSpec Members! Gain access to valuable information by joining a
SunSpec Work Group. Upcoming Work Group Meetings include:

Orange Button SunSpec Blockchain Cybersecurity

IEEE 2030.5
Conformance Profiles

SunSpec Modbus SunSpec Rapid
Shutdown
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Work Group Calendar

If you are not a SunSpec Alliance member but would like to participate in our
work groups, consider joining and help us shape interoperability specifications
for the DER industry!
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